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DHARMA SCHOOL THEMES

FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER

Possible Themes for September:  Learning Together; New Beginnings; Aspirations; and Interdependence



Major Service:  Ohigan

Autumn Ohigan is held around the twentieth of September and coincides with the autumnal equinox.  This observance has a distince originin Japan where seasonal changes called for religious affirmations and celebrations.  The word Higan comes from the Sanskrit word Paramita—“Other shore,” and suggests the Six Paramitas of charity, morality, patience, effort, meditation, and wisdom.



Activities: 

1) Grandparents Day Breakfast  (Students prepare and serve a breakfast to the grandparents of the temple on Grandparents Day);

2)Begin a Six Paramita Album (Have each student create an Album which is a collection of ideas, pictures, activities signifying the Six Paramita.  Use a 3-ring binder.   Place 6 colored sheets with a heading of each of the Paramita on the individual sheets.   During the year, students will have the opportunity to include their individual writings, drawings, photos, etc. to signify and clarify each of the paramita for them.  This will be their own album at the end of the year with their own creations);

3) Write Poems and Songs to share New Beginnings (Have each student keep a personal journal of their creative writings as they reflect on their daily life and experiences);  

4) Share Aspirations at Gatherings and Services (Have students volunteer to share aspirations at services or gatherings.   Inspire them to find or to write their own aspirations.   If not, there are many possible aspirations in service books); 

5) Decide on a class project (Discuss with the class and decide on a class project on Interdependence that will be undertaken in September.)

Possible Themes for October:  Sangha Appreciation; Remembrance;  Family Ties



Major Service:  Eitaikyo (usually observed in November but is mentioned here to overlap into November).  Eitaikyo is an abbreviation of “Eitai Dokyo” which literally means the perpetual recitation of the sutras.  It is a kind of memorial service to pay tribute to those who preceded us.  The Eitaikyo Service is dedicated to all those who lived and died as Buddhists in due respect to their contribution to the growth of the local Sangha.



Activities: 

1) Family Tree (Create a Hongwanji family tree or their own family tree with emphasis on the Jodo Shinshu connection to their family); 

 2) Sangha Appreciation (Have students think of an activity to show their appreciation to their temple sangha for all that they do in the temple.  Also, extend this appreciation into the home and into the community.  Older students might have very creative and altruistic ideas in showing this appreciation);  3)  Remembrance (A wonderful opportunity to think of the life of Shinran Shonin and to remember his contributions.   Students may also do a family tree diagram and delve into the interesting history of the family. )

Ropparamitsu (The Six Paramitas)

Reprinted from “Megumi – 108 Compassionate Blessings” from Numata Center for Buddhist Translation and Research

In China, the term six paramitas was also translated as rokudogyo  (“six practices for crossing over”), meaning six types of practice for crossing over from the realm of delusion to the world of enlightenment.  They are also the six virtues that Mahayana bodhisattvas (those who seek for enlightenment) should practice.  The first is dana,  “giving”.  However, dana is not only pleasing people by giving them things.  It is also an important practice for removing our attachment to our own belongings by giving them to others.  The practice of dana consists of the three factors of who, what, and to whom.  These three are called the three wheels (sanrin) of dana.  If there is attachment to any of these three, an act of giving cannot be called the practice of dana.  Therefore, the importance of removing attachment to these three is expressed as “purifying the three wheels” (sanrin shojo) or “emptying the bodies of the three wheels” (sanrin taiku).

There are three types of giving in the practice of dana:  the giving of wealth (zaise); the giving of the Dharma (hose); and removing others’ fears, which is the giving of fearlessness (muise).  Later, the seven kinds of dana practice without wealth (muzi no shichise) were also taught.

The second of the six paramitas is sila, observance of precepts.  The third is ksanti, patience or forbearance under adverse conditions.  The fourth is virya, diligence to continue practicing the other five paramitas.  The fifth is dhyana, meditation to keep one’s mind always calm.  By practicing these five, one can attain the wisdom to see all things as they are.  Therefore, the sixth paramita is prajna, or wisdom, which is the conclusion of these practices.  Attaining this wisdom is the ultimate goal of bodhisattvas.  

*************************************************************************************

Each Day is a New Beginning

Looking back on all I’ve done,

I know that things have just begun.

For all I’ve seen and been through too,

Life’s a never-ending journey because there’s always more to do.

From good to bad or bad to good, no one knows why,

Or from birth to death we can’t help but cry.

As things become unclear and as we can finally see,

Some of the things that happen were meant to be.

As I see people help one another,

It just gives me hope that there’s compassion in each other.

From the sky to the ocean you can see deep blue,

Something so pure, just like the blood that runs through me and you.

As hardships get thrown into our way,

It just seems to make us stronger day by day.

As things pass on and start a new,

Others don’t forget all the things they’ve been through

And as each day the sun sets and rises,

We know that nothing can prepare us for those great surprises

Nothing’s for sure, it’s all up to us so what would you do?

All I know is that I follow the right path, the one that’s true.

Lihue Hongwanji

Published in “Joyful Thoughts:  Rededicating Ourselves:  In Joy”,  Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
A BIT OF OUR HISTORY…..

We hope to share some of the history of the Hongwanji in Hawaii in each edition of our newsletter.

THE BEGINNING (1889-1897)

“Kaikyo Soshisha” or “pioneer of the propagational activities of the Hawaii Kyodan” was Reverend Soryu Kagahi, who was born in April, 1855 in Higashi Kunisaki-gun, Oita, Japan.  Upon learning of the extreme hardship, both physical and spiritual, of the Japanese immigrants in Hawaii due to the differences in language and culture, he came to Hawaii to comfort these immigrants and to help in alleviating their hardship.   Although he was not officially dispatched by Hozan, Monshu Myonyo encouraged him and is said to have conferred upon him a scroll with the sacred Name, Namu Amida Butsu, inscribed upon it. 

Upon arriving in Honolulu on March 2, 1889 (which is presently celebrated as Hawaii Kyodan’s “Kaikyo Kinen-bi” or “Hongwanji Day”, the founding day of the mission), Reverend Kagahi rented a house and hung a sign, “The Great Imperial Japan Hongwanji Denomination Hawaii Branch” and used it as a base for his religious activities.  He also visited Kauai, Maui, and Big Island and conducted religious services.   He visited the Big Island on two occasions and helped the people in Hilo in founding the fukyojo, the forerunner of the present Hilo Betsuin. 

In October 1889, Reverend Kagahi returned to Japan to report on the Hawaii situation and to urge Honzan to commence the propagation of Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii.  He also stressed the need for financial assistance to Hawaii to carry forward these activities.  He was, thereafter, never able to return to Hawaii.  He died in Oita, Japan, on January 29, 1917.  

49th State Jr. YBA Convention

Hosted by the United Jr. YBA of Maui

July 7-9, 2006

Wailuku Hongwanji Mission & The Maui Beach Hotel
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Congratulations to the United of Maui for putting together a very enjoyable and memorable convention!!  With their hard work and dedication, the 49th State Jr. YBA Convention was an enjoyable experience for all participants.  A special MAHALO goes out to the hardworking advisors, ministers and parents who joined together in helping their Junior’s tackle this ominous task!

The keynote speaker for this year’s convention is a former Jr. YBA member from Maui, Mr. Kyle Ginoza. 

At the main event, the Awards banquet and dance, the winners of the contests were announced as follows:

Art Contest


1st Place
Neal Nakagawa
United of Hawaii





2nd Place
Bryce Fujimoto
United of Hawaii

Essay Contest

1st Place
Darren Inaba

United of Hawaii





2nd Place
Ken Oyadomari
United of Hawaii

Oratorical Contest

1st Place
Michelle Soga
United of Maui





2nd Place
Robyn Taniguchi
United of Hawaii

Mr. and Miss Jr. YBA


Mr. Ryan Matsuda
United of Maui







Miss Maitri Soga
United of Maui






Runner-up Miss Lynn Nakagawa
United of Hawaii

Membership Award

United of Maui

Model United


United of Hawaii

The United of Maui has worked hard and has done a job well done in hosting this annual event.  Congratulations to the United Jr. YBA of Maui!!
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Honpa Hongwanji

Headquarters Bookstore

1727 Pali Highway

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Phone # (808) 522-9210
Bookstore Hours

Monday to Thursday 8:00am – 3:30pm

Friday 8:00am – 12noon

Saturday – CLOSED (until further notice)

Sunday 8:00am – 12noon
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Honpa Hongwanji

Mission of Hawaii
Office of Buddhist Education
1727 Pali Highway

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Phone # (808) 522-9210

Acting Director

Reverend Irene Nakamoto

Office: (808) 522-9212

E-mail: obedir@lava.net
Children’s & Youth Specialist
Ann A. Ishizu

Office: (808) 522-9204

E-mail: honpahi@lava.net
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