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Resource:   Dharma School Teacher’s Guide, p. 177-179.

In India, even before the advent of Buddhism, ancestor worship was generally practiced by the people  They believed that those who departed without any children would suffer the agonies of Hell.  Therefore, the Brahmans returned to their homes after their training period , got married, and produced offsprings and trained them to worship their ancestors. 

On the other hand, the Buddhist disciples were not permitted to get married like their Hindu counterparts.  Without any children to do as Mokuren did, these Buddhist disciples were doomed to suffer the agonies of Hell.  Perhaps as a means of salvation from this fate the early Buddhists originated the “Ullambana Service” which was held on the last day of their training period (July 15th) and they taught the lay members to make offerings to the Three Treasures in a worship service. 

In China in 538 A.D. Obon services were first observed on July 15th during the reign of Emperor Butei.  It seems almost certain that Obon services were observed not only by the ruling class but also by the common people.  July 15 is sometimes referred to as “Chugen” and food offerings were made to the spirits of the dead.

In Japan, according to Nihonshoki during the reign of Emperor Suiko (600-620 A.D.) Obon Service was held in the palaces and temples of the nobility on April 8th and July 15th.  During the reign of Emperor Saimyo, Obon Service was held at the Asuka Temple in Nara during the month of July.  During the Heian period (900-1200), Obon was widely observed by the masses.  Until this time it was only among the upper class that obon services were held.  In the Muromachi era (1400-1430), the Nembutsu Odori (dance) was first introduced during the service.  Prior to this, there are no records of dances being performed during the Obon Service.   

In Shinshu, offerings are done simply and a memorial service is held on August 15th.  At Honzan, Obon is oftentimes called “Kangi E” or “Gathering of Joy.”  At the various temples, services are held from July 15th to August 15th.  August 15th is the last day of the “Summer Seminar” or “Kaki ango” and it coincides with July 15th, the last day of studies and training for the Buddha’s disciples.  During the time of Myonyo Shonin an edict was issued, officially proclaiming that “Obon” shall henceforth be known as “Kangi E” (Gathering of Joy).  The reasons for this change in terminology were as follows:

1. The Shinshu interpretation of “Obon” services is drastically different from those of other Buddhist sects and to avoid any misunderstanding among the lay membership on this matter, the title of this service was changed to “Kangi E.”

2. In the “Ullamabana Sutra” the following words are found; such as “Buddha’s Day of Joy,” “To do in joy,” etc.   Certainly it was a day of joy for Mokuren Sonja and the other disciples as they were instrumental in the salvation of Mokuren’s mother and other beings.  Therefore, despite the fact that “Obon” is a memorial service, a festive mood rather than sorrow pervades the gathering.  Hence, “Kangi E” would be an appropriate title for this service.

3. The “Kangi” (Joy) as it appears in the “Ullamabana Sutra” should be nurtured and developed to a stage where it will be synonymous with the “Shinjin Kangi” of the 18th Vow.  (Blissfully trust in me with the most sincere mind.)   It is for this purpose that we observe and participate in the “Obon” service.

The Turtle and the Rabbit

By Reverend Seigen Yamaoka

At the 49th Annual Honpa Hongwanji Ministers’ Association Seminar on June 6-8, 2006, Reverend Seigen Yamaoka was the guest Lecturer.  He shared this story about the turtle and rabbit as he lectured on “Jodo Shinshu Religious Education and Everyday Life”.

Turtle and the Rabbit, a 21st Century Adaptation:

The Rabbit and the Turtle were having a debate.  

“I am tired of hearing the usual story of the race between the rabbit and the tortoise and that the tortoise won!  Let’s have a race,” said the Rabbit.

“I am not as fast as you, so it would be useless to race.  Besides you are a lean, mean, and fast animal,” the Turtle answered.

But, the Rabbit insisted that they have a race.  The Turtle finally agreed and asked for the rules to follow.  The Rabbit responded, “Do what you have to do.”  The goal was MacDonald’s at River’s Bend, which was ten miles down the road.  “Loser treats the winner!”

“Ready, get set, Gooooooo.”  The Rabbit took off like a flash.  He hopped, skipped, and bounded along as fast as he could.

About half way, he stopped and looked back.  He couldn’t see the Turtle.  He was a little tired, so he decided to rest under the cool shade of the tree by the river.

The Turtle was still at the starting line.  He knew he couldn’t beat the Rabbit.  With all of his baggage, which was his house on his back, he just didn’t have the speed.  So, he went sideways to the river’s edge.  He found a board, got on it, and let the river take him down to River’s Bend.  At River’s Bend, he got off the board and slowly went to MacDonald’s, found a table and waited. 

The Rabbit woke up and thought that he had plenty of time, but he dashed off.  He got to River’s Bend, rushed into MacDonald’s, thinking he won, but saw the Turtle waiting for him. 

“How did you get here before me!  You cheated,” screamed the Rabbit.

“No, I knew you were too fast for me, so I went to the river, got on a board, and floated here.  I saw you sleeping, but I didn’t want to wake you up because you must have been tired.  I only did what I had to do,” explained the Turtle.

“Don’t be angry, Rabbit.   I want to treat you today, because you helped me learn a great lesson of life.  I learned about the compassion of the river and the board that helped me to accomplish my goals.  I would not have been able to do it myself.  You helped me learn this great lesson.  Thank you, please order anything you want!”

The Rabbit was angry and said, “I lost so I will treat you!”   But, as he thought about what the Turtle said, he began to think.  “I lost the race because I insisted on racing the Turtle.  I was sure I would win because I was lean and mean.  I made the Turtle race and lost, but I too learned a great lesson, today.  I learned that I need the compassionate support of many things to help me learn about myself, even the Turtle.  “Turtle, I too learned a great lesson, today.  I learned because of you, the race, and the story about the “Rabbit and the Tortoise.  Let me treat you!”

They got into a debate about who was going to treat, but both started to laugh.  They decided to go Dutch treat and before they ate their food, they said, “Namu Amida Butsu, Itadakimasu.”  They became great friends in the Dharma.

The story attempts to show the general Buddhist way and the True Pure Land approach.  Which are we?  Are we the Rabbit or are we the Turtle?

If we are the Turtle, we can see the importance of Shinran’s teaching.

COMMUNICATIONS VIA EMAIL

A PROJECT OF THE FEDERATION OF DHARMA SCHOOL TEACHERS’ LEAGUE

In 2001, the FDSTL instituted an  “Email Communications Project”.  Through this project the Federation ahs communicated throughout the BCA and Hawaii with over 200 Dharma School Teachers and friends.

This project originated with Reverend Seigen Yamaoka of Oakland Buddhist Church; whereby he emails his “Reflections” to adults, college age students, or Jr. YBA friends.  He also answers simple questions asked by individuals via email.  As a fun and simple way for Dharma School Teachers to share lessons, projects and other information, this project has continued.  Materials for Dharma School use, such as plays, music, and others are being shared through the email booklet.  

If you have stories, plays, or music to share, please e-mail them to Chizuko Kakiuchi at kakisan@att.net.

Here’s a Reflection by Reverend Yamaoka:


“Summer is here and our minds are on vacation, which is a great time for reflection.


Reflection:  In life we are constantly afforded a time for reflection with every encounter we experience.  Open the mind and see things as they are.”

A Dharma Talk – “NAMO AMIDA BUTSU”

It is said that Shinran Shonin said, “To say ‘Namo Amida Butsu’ is far better than any other religious practice and it is definitely how a person would be saved.”  Why do you think it is so?  Well, I will give you an example so that you might be able to appreciate his wisdom.  

I pose this question to you. If there was an avalanche on a snow covered mountain, what kind of person do you think has the best chance of surviving it? According to statistics, it seems the person who is most likely to survive is one who remains calm and steadfastly awaits his or her rescue.  The reason for this is because during an avalanche, it is most dangerous to expend all your body’s strength. More than anything else, the preservation of your strength is most important.

So, suppose we are all caught in an avalanche. The two important things to remember while you wait to be rescued are: 

1. You must recognize that if your body and mind are weakened, you definitely cannot descend the mountain on your own.

2. You have to believe a search will be carried out and people will rescue you.

I believe it is the same for saying Nembutsu. There are a lot of different ways to become enlightened in this world, but it is not possible to do so on your own. You have to realize that. So, you must believe “Amida Buddha will save me.”

Another important thing to remember is that even if you believe you are going to be rescued, you might begin to have doubts as to whether someone is going to come to your aid and at that point, you may become restless thinking that you probably would not be saved. Just as a person who is stuck all by himself in an avalanche would begin to give up hope, there are also people who would give up hope in saying the Nembutsu. But even so, it is a fact that you cannot do it on your own. It is for that reason, Amida Buddha said, “Leave it to me, I will save you.” He has made that pledge to us. Shinran Shonin was the first person to realize that all we had to do was trust in Amida Buddha to save us.

This is why in Shin Buddhism, we dispense with our own power and trust completely in Amida Buddha, - treasuring the Nembutsu which expresses our gratitude to Amida Buddha for saving us. I hope that everyone will treasure the Nembutsu from the bottom of your hearts.

Gassho,

Rev. Taishi Mukojima

San Diego Buddhist Temple

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT:  “Reconnecting with Jodo Shinshu”

To give in-state and out-of-state college students and young working professionals the opportunity to reconnect with Jodo Shinshu in a setting that allows them to re-evaluate their spiritual well being, this summer retreat has been planned.  This Young Adult’s Retreat is a time for participants to seek shelter from the outside world, to immerse themselves in the

teachings, and to make life long bonds with Jodo Shinshu teachings.  This week long retreat is being held from August 7-11, 2006 at St. Anthony’s Retreat Center in Kalihi Valley, Oahu.  For more information and registration forms, please contact Ann Ishizu at 522-9204.

Dedication and Celebration of Buddhist Churches of America’s Jodo Shinshu Center

October 20-22, 2006

The Buddhist Churches of America is committed to propagating the Dharma and establishing Jodo Shinshu as a major religious tradition in the United States.  The Jodo Shinshu Center is a new BCA facility that will be the center for Buddhist Education.  The building will house the Center for Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Studies, the Institute of Buddhist Studies, the BCA Bookstore, and offices for Ryukoku University and Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha.  

Events are scheduled during October 20-22, 2006 at the Jodo Shinshu Center, 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, California:


Friday, October 20:
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Institute of Buddhist Studies Symposium





6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Symposium Discussion Session


Saturday, October 21:
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Center Dedication Ceremony & Service





11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Reception and Open House





1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Book Reading and Signing




3:00 p.m. –10:00 p.m.
A Gathering of 21st Century Buddhists 

       Sunday, October 22:
10:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Family Day Service and Activities

Hawaii Commissioners should contact the Office of Buddhist Education if any Hawaii temple members are interested in attending .  Email OBE at:  obedir@lava.net.

All others should contact Buddhist Churches of America (Rev. Kodo Umezu at (415) 776-5600 ext. 21 or Judy Kono at (510) 527-5277 or jakono@aol.com)

UPCOMING EVENTS

June l7, 2006

Gathering 2006, Renaissance Ilikai Hotel

June 24, 2006

Commissioners Teleconference, 9:00-11:00 a.m.

July 7-9, 2006 
49th Jr. YBA Convention, Maui Beach Hotel, Maui, Hawaii

July 24-Aug. 4, 2006
BSC Summer Session with Dr. Eisho Nasu

Aug. 7-11, 2006
Young Adult Retreat:  “Reconnecting with Jodo Shinshu”
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Honpa Hongwanji

Headquarters Bookstore

1727 Pali Highway

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Phone # (808) 522-9210
Bookstore Hours

Monday to Thursday 8:00am – 3:30pm

Friday 8:00am – 12noon

Saturday 9:00am – 2:00pm

Sunday 8:00am – 12noon
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Honpa Hongwanji

Mission of Hawaii
Office of Buddhist Education
1727 Pali Highway

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Phone # (808) 522-9210

Acting Director

Reverend Irene Nakamoto

Office: (808) 522-9212

E-mail: obedir@lava.net
Children’s & Youth Specialist
Ann A. Ishizu

Office: (808) 522-9204

E-mail: honpahi@lava.net
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