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In Harmony

Reverend Toyokazu Hagio

It is said that Honolulu is a city with beautiful rainbows. Indeed, the rainbow is a beautiful harmony of color. Do you know how many colors a rainbow has? Rainbows consist of seven colors – red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet.


By the way, do you know the difference between the three primary colors of ink and the three primary colors in light? The three primary ink colors are yellow, magenta, and cyan (Diagram #1). On the other hand, the three primary light colors are red, greed, and blue (Diagram #2). 

Diagram #1
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Diagram #2
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It is interesting to compare these colors with our blind evil passions and Buddha’s lights. In Diagram #1, the yellow, cyan, and magenta inks are like our evil passions such as greed, anger, and ignorance. When these three inks are painted on a white background, the colors combine to form black. The white background with no ink symbolizes nature and space, which is innocent and pure. In this sense, we are like colors in ink. As long as we are selfish, self-centered, and attach ourselves to possessions, we make this world a darker and worse place with our blind passions, despite how much good we may think. That is why Shinran Shonin pointed out that:

“I completely lack a pure mind. 

This self is false and insincere. 

Our performance of good acts is also poisoned,

Hence it is called a false and empty practice.” (CWOS page 421)


On the other hand, Diagram #2 is composed of red, green, and blue light which is similar to Buddha’s light that is peaceful, joyful, and wise.  When these three lights illuminate a black background, the intersection of the three lights becomes a white area. The black background symbolizes our ordinary being, which is ignorant, dirty, and harmful. However, once Buddha’s light illuminates our darkness, we realize our true figure as false and poisoned. Moreover, the lights transforming a black area to white light is Buddha’s light – a joyful and bright spirit. So as Shinran Shonin pointed out;
“It is a great torch in the long night of ignorance;


Do not sorrow that your eyes of wisdom are dark.


It is a ship on the vast ocean of birth and death;


Do not grieve that your obstruction of karmic evil is heavy.” (CWOS page 407)


*Amida’s Primal Vow is likened to a torch.


Therefore, through self reflection when we listen to the Teachings, we realize that Amida Buddha shines upon us and illuminates our deep, dark, and evil figure. As He does so, we should apologize for our ignorance and appreciate Amida’s Great Compassion. This situation is described as “The Harmony of Brotherhood” in Mahapariniravana Sutra as follows:


“Let us imagine a desert country lying in absolute darkness with many things swarming blindly about in it.


Naturally they will be frightened and as they run about without recognizing one another during the night, there will be frequent squirming and fighting. This is indeed a pitiful sight.


The let us imagine that suddenly a superior man with a torch appears and everything sound becomes bright and clear.


The living beings in the dark solitude suddenly find a great relief as they look about to recognize and apologize to one another and happily share their companionship.


By “a desert country” is meant a world of human life when it lies in the darkness of ignorance. Those who have no light of wisdom in their minds wander about in loneliness and fear. They were born alone and die alone; they do not know how to associate with their fellow men in peaceful harmony and they are naturally despondent and fearful and so, they fight.


By a “superior man with a torch” is meant Buddha assuming a human form, and by His wisdom and compassion He illumines the world.


In this light people find themselves as well as others and apologize to one another and are glad to establish human fellowship and harmonious relations.


A true community has faith and wisdom that illuminate it. It is a place where the people know and trust one another and where there is social harmony.”





In Gassho,

Reverend Toyokazu Hagio
HANAMASTURI DAY

by Reverend Shoji Matsumoto

Once again we celebrate that Happy Day called Wesak when our Buddha was born.  During this month his birthday is commemorated by Buddhists in every part of the world.  In the Garden named Lumbini, 2,3500 years ago—five centuries before Christ—on April 8, there came into the world the one who was destined to become the Buddha, “the shower of the Way.”  He was the son of Suddhodana and Maya whose family name was Gotama.  He was named Siddhartha.  At age nineteen, he married Yasodhara.  One son, Rahula, was born to them.  

But Siddhartha Gotama was not an ordinary person.  When he witnessed by chance sickness, old-age, and death, he became deeply affected and realized the decay, disease and death are inherent in every living thing.  So at age twenty-nine he left his family to seek the cause of suffering and its remedy in order that later he might tell the whole world how to achieve freedom from the ocean of births and deaths.

He approached every ascetic and teacher of a system and learned from each his method.  He practiced the utmost rigor of asceticism to attain that which he sought.  But after six years he realized that this is not the Way.  So he gave up asceticism and sat under the Bodhi-tree at Buddhagaya, determined not to move until he found the Way.  After many days of meditation, he emerged triumphantly with his spiritual insight that ignorance was the cause of suffering and that knowledge of the Law is the cure.  He achieved Buddhahood, the Enlightenment.

The state of Buddhahood is an individual reality, yet is universal and pure.  He was now called Buddha.  So when we bow our heads with hands together before him, we are not paying Homage to the Buddha the man, but to the one who has attained to the supreme enlightenment, to the one who has shown us the Way through his inifinite wisdom and compassion for all.

After his victory the Buddha went to the Deer Park at Benares and preached to his five friends his first sermon.  This was the beginning of his setting in motion of the wheel of the Law.  He continued preaching for forty-five years and at age eighty he died.  This is our ordinary method of expressing what happened when that which was born Siddhartha Gotama passed away and entered the nirvana, never again to be subject to birth and death.  Yet, in the Parinirvana Sutra, we find the Buddha addressing  his followers as follows:  “Do not think, after I die, ‘Our teacher is no longer with us.’  The truth which I have taught you shall be your teacher after I die;  the Buddha lives in the teaching.”  And so in the Dharma we Buddhists see the Buddha Power with which the Buddha identified himself and realized his oneness under the Bodhi-tree twenty-five hundred years ago, and we realize more than ever that the Buddha, by his life and attainment, placed the stream of light, life, and love within the reach of all.

Namu Shakyamuni Buddha

Avoid harsh speech.

Angry words backfire upon the speaker.


The Dhammapada
A Dialogue with Shinran Shonin on the Pure Land
By: Rev. Toshio Murakami
-Article from “Pearl City Hongwanji” Newsletter.
Listener: Shinran-sama, please tell me where the Pure Land is.

Shinran: My good teacher, Honen-sama, pointed to the west where the sun sets fro me to see the Pure Land. Look at the blissful, serene scene of the sun setting in the west each day. 

Listener: Is the Pure Land in the west a real place like our cities and towns?

Shinran: The cities and towns we live in are physical realities that we see with our eyes, hear with our ears, smell with our nose, taste with our tongue and touch with our bodies. We live in the world of five senses that build up our inner world through our perception of the outer world. The Pure Land is the pure light world that always unconditionally embraces all of us. It shines through that part of our inner world which is darkened by self-centered calculation and ignorance to help us to see the light of the benevolent compassion of Amida Buddha.

Listener: Is this pure light like the sun and moon?

Shinran: The pure inner light of Amida’s benevolent compassion surpasses the light of the outer light. It is an immeasurable, unhindered, unequaled, joyful light. We all receive this radiant light and are able to realize its embracement at the moment we entrust ourselves to the inconceivable working of amide Buddha’s compassion. It is at that moment of entrusting that we feel our mind set in calling the Amida’s name by reciting the Nembutsu. The light of compassion that grasps us, illumines and protects us always like the sunlight shining upon us guides and orients us to the west when the day ends in blissful serenity. Buddha points to the west for us to realize the world of Amida Buddha’s compassion.

Listener: Thank you Shinran-sama, for your kind orientation. Namu Amida Butsu, Namu Amida Butsu, Namu Amida Butsu.
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“When we entrust ourselves to Amida’s Primal Vow, we who are like broken tiles and bits of pebbles are transmuted into gold.” – Shinran Shonin
UPCOMING EVENTS

APRIL 7-9:  Heart Shrine Relic Tour (An exhibition of ancient and sacred Buddhist relics)


Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.;  Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.


Hawaii Convention Center Meeting Room 318 A & B

APRIL 14-16:  Kauai Nembutsu Retreat  


Speaker:  Reverend Marvin Harada of Orange County Buddhist Church

APRIL 28-30:  55th BCA Federation of Dharma School Teachers League (FDSTL) Conference, Visalia, California


Starts on Friday:  7:00 – 9:00 p.m. – Registration


Ends on Sunday:  9:30-10:30 a.m. – Closing Service


Place:  Visalia Holiday Inn

JUNE 6-8:  Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Ministers June Seminar



Place:  Hilo Betsuin Sangha Hall


Speaker:  Reverend  Seigen Yamaoka

JUNE 17 (Saturday) – Gathering 2006

Time: 8:00am-5:00pm

Place: Renaissance Ilikai Hotel

Fee: $65.00; $75.00 after April 30, 2006

 The Shin Buddhist Project presents a one-day conference addressing the topic “Interpersonal Relationships from the Perspective of Shin Buddhism.” This topic is broad and covers many dimensions from friend and family interactions to the close relationship between two people. We believe it is an area that should be explored through the lens of Shin Buddhist values and practice. 

The conference will engage speakers and participants on the theme. The speakers’ perspective may be in business and social interactions, mentoring and counseling interactions, and the romantic interpersonal relationships. Both speakers, Wendy Miyake and Dan Hamamura, grew up in Hawaii and we are excited to have them participate in this event. 

Join us in the continuation of the Gathering journey, this time exploring relationships and Shin Buddhist values and practice.
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Honpa Hongwanji

Headquarters Bookstore

1727 Pali Highway

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Phone # (808) 522-9210
Bookstore Hours

Monday to Thursday 8:00am – 3:30pm

Friday 8:00am – 12noon

Saturday 9:00am – 2:00pm

Sunday 8:00am – 12noon
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Honpa Hongwanji

Mission of Hawaii
Office of Buddhist Education
1727 Pali Highway

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Phone # (808) 522-9210

                    Web:  http://obehawaii.com
Acting Director

Reverend Irene Nakamoto

Office: (808) 522-9212

E-mail: obedir@lava.net
Children’s & Youth Specialist
Ann A. Ishizu

Office: (808) 522-9204

E-mail: honpahi@lava.net
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